wheels, while we give some account of his birth, parentage and education.
CHAPTER III
King Arthur, after the fatal battle in which so many of his knights perished, and he himself was dangerously wounded by the traitor Mordred, was conveyed by the Ladies or Nymphs of the Waters on board a small vessel, which made from the land in the sight of Duke Lukyon of Gloster. Fatigue and exhaustion overcame the pain of his wound, and he fell into a deep sleep. When he awoke, under the midnight moon, he found himself miraculously well. Merlin was standing by him on the deck with a small bottle. He had just poured a few drops from it upon King Arthur's wound, which had healed immediately. Looking round, the King found himself in the midst of familiar faces. He recognised his dear Queen Guenevere, and her dear friend Sir Launcelot, and Sir Gamline and his lady, and Sir Gawaine and Sir Kay, and many other valiant and courteous Knights and ladies bright. And last and not least in love his butler Bedevere. "Honest Bede-vere," said King Arthur, "if there be anything in this vessel analogous to a buttery and a cellar, do thy office and let us eat and drink. [ 172]e, returned to the inn, threw himself into a post-chaise, and set forward for the metropolis. We shall leave him to enjoy the music of hoofs and
[157]rse I am only half acquainted with that genius and those powers, whose application I should consider myself rash and impertinent in criticising, did I not conceive that frankness and justice demand it.obhouse (Lord Broughton) who had travelled in Greece with Byron at the very time Peacock was making his modest tours in England, Scotland and Wales.
